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Jon Rahm joins field for the WGC-FedEx  St. Jude Invitational
from sports page 1
“A World Golf Championships
event is a different feel,” Thomas
said. “It definitely has a major-
like vibe to it. The crowds are
definitely bigger than other
events. But, it’s just the fact that
you are watching the best players
in the world. It’s not that the
players at a regular PGA TOUR
event aren’t the best players in
the world – they are – but from a
rankings standpoint, now you’re
getting all the highest-ranked
players in the world."
Rahm’s final-round 62 at the

Irish Open helped him secure his
fourth European Tour title and
moved him up to No. 8 in the Of-
ficial World Golf Rankings.
Rahm, a three-time PGA TOUR
winner, has never made a start in
Memphis but is enjoying an in-
credible year on TOUR, with
nine top-10s in 15 starts, includ-
ing a win with Ryan Palmer at
the Zurich Classic of New Or-
leans. The 24-year-old Spaniard
is currently ranked No. 11 in the
FedExCup standings after finish-

ing T3 at the U.S. Open in his
last start on TOUR in June.
Thomas, the 2017 FedExCup
champion, won his first World
Golf Championships event a
year ago in Akron, Ohio to add

Rahm’s final-round 62 at the
Irish Open helped him secure
his fourth European Tour title
and moved him up to No. 8 in
the Official World Golf Rank-
ings. Rahm, a three-time PGA
TOUR winner, has never
made a start in Memphis but
is enjoying an incredible year
on TOUR, with nine top-10s
in 15 starts...

TV One’s The Bobby DeBarge Story ranks #1 on Saturday night among
African Americans, spawning  encore presentation  for July 21 viewing
SILVER SPRING, MD - July 9,
2019 - The premiere of TV One's
original biopic THE BOBBY
DEBARGE STORY on Saturday,
June 29 debuted at #1 on televi-
sion (broadcast and cable) among
African Americans: P25-54,
W25-54, P18-49, and W18-49.
The four airings of THE BOBBY
DEBARGE STORY during pre-
miere weekend had a combined
reach of 1.8 Million Unique
Viewers 2+. The film ranks as
TV One's #4 Original Movie pre-

miere in the network's history
among P25-54, W25-54. and
viewers 2+.

TV One will air an encore pres-
entation of the highly anticipated
film on Sunday, July 21 at 4 P.M.
ET. Viewers can also download
the TV ONE App to watch the
film.  
Continuing the network's tradi-
tion of highlighting inspirational
music figures, THE BOBBY DE-
BARGE STORY explores the tu-

to his incredible career resume
that already includes nine TOUR
victories, a FedExCup title and a
WGC title at age 26.
The former World No. 1 fired

rounds of 65-64-67-69—265 (-
15) for a four-shot victory at
Firestone South but will defend
his title in a different city with
FedEx becoming the title spon-
sor of the WGC-FedEx St. Jude
Invitational. Thomas was at the
announcement when Memphis
was announced as the new host
of a WGC event and is looking
forward to being back in Mem-
phis to compete.
“I’m excited to get there, espe-
cially for a WGC. I’ve always
watched the tournament on TV
and it looks like a fun little
course. It rewards good golf and
penalizes bad golf, which I think
is great,” said Thomas.
“To have the opportunity to go to
the hospital [St. Jude] and see the
kids, I’ve only heard great things
from everyone that’s gone and
done it,” Thomas said. “It will be

With Memphis’ hometown event
taking on a new identity as a
World Golf Championships
event, fans will be treated to a
host of global superstars, some of
which have never played before
in Memphis. The PGA TOUR
has held a tournament in Mem-
phis every year since 1958, but
2019 will mark the first time
Memphis has hosted a World
Golf Championships event. The
World Golf Championships
events annually attract 40-50 of
the top 50 players in the Official
World Golf Rankings for each of
the four events.
Tickets remain available for the
2019 WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invi-
tational at WGCFedEx.com. For
more information, please visit
www.WGCFedEx.com or follow
the WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invita-
tional on Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram. The International Fed-
eration of PGA Tours was formed
in 1996 by golf’s five world gov-
erning bodies – the European
Tour, Japan Golf Tour Organiza-

a great opportunity to go check
that out if the timing works out.”
And the Louisville, Kentucky na-
tive, who will be returning to the
United States from The Open
Championship in Ireland when
he arrives in Memphis, knows
exactly where his first stop in
Memphis will be.
“I’m definitely going to try and
get me some barbecue that week,
I know that,” Thomas said.
Other players of note currently
committed include 12-time PGA
TOUR winner Bubba Watson,
10-time TOUR winner Sergio
Garcia, six-time TOUR winner
Patrick Reed, five-time TOUR
winner Webb Simpson and top-
20 players in the world Tony
Finau and Tommy Fleetwood.
The WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invita-
tional attracts the most elite and
global fields of the year as one of
four World Golf Championships
events on the 2018-19 PGA
TOUR schedule sanctioned and
organized by the International
Federation of PGA Tours.

tion, PGA TOUR, ISPS Handa
PGA Tour of Australasia and
Sunshine Tour (South Africa
PGA Tour) with the purpose of
providing a forum for the
world’s professional golf organ-
izations to discuss issues of mu-
tual importance and, together,
develop and promote the game
of golf on a global basis. As part
of its mission, the Federation ini-
tiated the World Golf Champi-
onships in 1999. The Asian Tour
joined the International Federa-
tion of PGA Tours in November
1999, while the Canadian Tour
and the Tour de las Americas
joined the Federation as associ-
ate members in 2000 and 2007,
respectively. In step with global
growth of professional golf, the
International Federation of PGA
Tours announced an expansion
and restructuring of its member-
ship in 2009, adding the Interna-
tional Golf Association and
additional professional golf
tours, including – for the first
time – women’s golf tour.

multuous life of the former lead
singer of the 70's R&B/Funk
Band Switch, also the eldest sib-
ling of the world-famous pop
group DeBarge. 
In addition to a strong ratings

performance, social media buzz
was high on premiere night - the
hashtag #BobbyDeBargeStory
sustained momentum as a Top 10
nationally-trending topic on
Twitter for over a three-hour du-
ration, ranking as high as number
4. Despite his success in music,

the iconic falsetto found his life
in peril as he struggled with fame
and fortune while coping with the
memories of his dysfunctional
childhood. In his first role as a
leading man, Roshon Fegan bril-
liantly transforms into the
falsetto master and takes audi-
ences inside the life of Bobby
DeBarge. The film also stars Tyra
Ferrell as Etterlene DeBarge,
Blue Kimble as Tommy De-
Barge, Adrian Marcel as James
DeBarge, Big Boi as legendary

music mogul Berry Gordy, and
Lloyd as Switch member Gre-
gory Williams.

THE BOBBY DEBARGE
STORY is produced for TV One
by Swirl Films. Executive Pro-
ducers are Eric Tomosunas and
Teri DeBarge. The film is written
by Norman Vance, Jr., directed
by Russ Parr with casting pro-
vided by Leah Daniels Butler
(Leah Daniels Butler Casting)
and George Pierre (Pierre Cast-

ing). For TV One, Karen Pe-
terkin and Jason Ryan are the Ex-
ecutive Producers in Charge of
Production, Donyell Kennedy-
McCullough is Senior Director
of Talent & Casting and Brigitte
McCray is Senior Vice President
of Original Programming and
Production. Launched in January
2004, TV One serves 59 million
households, offering  real-life
and entertainment-focused origi-
nal programming.


